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Directions:  Directions:  Directions:  Directions:  Directions:  Take 267/Dulles Toll Road to exit 10,
turn right onto Elden Street, Take Elden Street to Center
Street, Turn Left onto Center Street to 797 Center Street.

Convenient to:
• Fairfax County Parkway � Reston Parkway
• Dulles Toll Road/Airport � Loudoun County Greenway
• Route 28/Manassas � Route 7/Leesburg Pike

Federal and State Court Trials.
Member of the Bars in:

• Virginia
• Florida
• Connecticut
• New Jersey
• District of Columbia

and Federal Courts, covering the East Coast from Florida to
Connecticut, including the 3rd, 4th, lOth and  D.C. Courts of
Appeal, and the United States Supreme Court.

Legal Affiliations: Virginia State Bar, D.C. Bar, Florida Bar, New
Jersey Bar, Litchfield County (CT), Fairfax and Alexandria (VA)
Bar Associations, Association of Trial Lawyers of America
(member since 1981, Advocate status, 1993, Fellow, 1999,
National College of Advocacy), Workplace Injury Litigation
Group, Virginia Trial Lawyers Association, (Workers
Compensation and Social Security Sections member).

Other Memberships: USA Triathlon, USA Track & Field, D.C. Road
Runners Club, United States Masters Swimming.

PUBLICATIONS:PUBLICATIONS:PUBLICATIONS:PUBLICATIONS:PUBLICATIONS:

PREMISES LIABILITY (3 vol. set), Mathew Bender & Co.
(1985, bi-annual supplements and CD)

TRIAL MAGAZINETRIAL MAGAZINETRIAL MAGAZINETRIAL MAGAZINETRIAL MAGAZINE:::::     Establishing Emotional
Distress Damages for Children (1991); Establishing the Viable
Elements of “Invisible Torts” (1989)

JOURNAL of the Virginia TrialJOURNAL of the Virginia TrialJOURNAL of the Virginia TrialJOURNAL of the Virginia TrialJOURNAL of the Virginia Trial

Lawyers AssnLawyers AssnLawyers AssnLawyers AssnLawyers Assn.:.:.:.:.:     Lining it up for Trial (Summer,
1992); How to Use Requests for Admission (Spring, 1992);
Pre-Judgment Interest, Post Judgment Costs (Fall, 1991);
Liability of Counties and Municipalities in Tort (Fall, 1989)

VIRGINIA LAWYERVIRGINIA LAWYERVIRGINIA LAWYERVIRGINIA LAWYERVIRGINIA LAWYER: : : : : Virginia Runners’ Rights &
Remedies (August, 1988)

Presentations:Presentations:Presentations:Presentations:Presentations:

VTLA:VTLA:VTLA:VTLA:VTLA:     Advanced Workers Compensation, Motor Vehicle,
Social Security, Tort Law and Ethics

ATLA:ATLA:ATLA:ATLA:ATLA:     Airport Ground Transportation, Environmental Law



At ABRAMS LANDAU, we have helped clients
with long term disability sucessfully seek Social
Security benefits.

In order to succeed in a Social Security
Disability Income (“SSDI”) claim,

1) Your impairments must be totally disabling

2) They must have lasted in excess of 12
months (or be expected to last that long).

3) Your impairments must prevent you from
engaging in any “substantial gainful
employment,”

4) This means both the types of work you did
before your injury and other types of work
found in the national economy.

The Social Security Administration has certain
preliminary requirements that must be satisfied
even before they review your medical file.

•  A wage earner must have had a reported
earnings history.

•  Payment “off the books” or in cash may not
enable you to qualify for Social Security
benefits.

•  For each year that you work, you can earn
four “quarters” of credits.

•  Generally, the government looks to see if
you have forty (40) quarters of credits in
order to be “insured” under the Social
Security laws.

Review “Your Personal Earnings and
Benefit Statement.” Check to see if all
earnings are listed correctly.

This form will also show how much you
(and your family) may receive in Social
Security disability (and other) benefits.

The steps in an Social Security Disability claim
are:

1) Initial Application

2) Reconsideration

3) Hearing (with witnesses) before an
Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”)

4) Appeals Council

5) Federal District Court

6) Federal Circuit Court of Appeals

Many valid claims are denied at the first
two levels. Clients we have represented are
more likely to get a “fully favorable” decision

Social
Security
Disability

at the ALJ level than any other step in the process.
Just because an individual won a workers
compensation award; is on disability retirement;
or, gets Veterans Administrative benefits does not
automatically qualify them for Social Security.

In order to qualify for SSDI benefits, it must
be demonstrated that there is:

(1) long-term disability of over 12 months’
duration,

(2) an inability to find gainful employment
(with regard to physical, psychological and
vocational background), and

(3)a consistent earnings history prior to
becoming disabled.

Do understand that it takes a very long time
to get SSDI, as the Federal government does not
review these claims quickly.

We can help your family and friends with:
• Workers Compensation
• Toxic Chemical Exposure
• Social Security
• Occupational Disease

And many other legal matters.  We can also refer
you to an experienced attorney to assist as well.

Disclaimer.  This is meant only for general information and use.  One should
always seek professional legal advice before acting on any of the topics discussed.  All
rights are reserved to ABRAMS LANDAU, Ltd. 1992.


